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28 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters 

will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on 

my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

 

Do you feel it?  Have you noticed the change these past few weeks?  The items on the 

store shelves and the songs on the radio.  The moods of people changing as we come closer and 

closer to this wonderful festival day?  Did you have any trouble falling asleep last night as you 

lay there brimming with excitement?  Or were you woken up by little children eagerly 

anticipating the day shouting out in glee, “Wake up! Wake up! It’s Pentecost!”?  Probably not, 

right?  More than likely, our answer is “no” for every single one of those questions.  If it was 

December and this was Christmas morning, it might be a different story, but those things don’t 

really happen in the days leading up to Pentecost, do they? 

Just because you didn’t sense a shift in people’s moods as we drew closer to the day of 

Pentecost or just because you didn’t see Pentecost decorations filling the store shelves one or two 

or even three months ago in preparation for the big day, doesn’t mean that Pentecost is not a big 

deal.  It is a huge deal!  It’s as big as Christmas.  Maybe even bigger.  I’m not going to suggest 

that we sit down to try to rank the festivals of the Church year in order from most to least 

important.  They’re all important.  It might be a useful activity though, because I imagine at least 

one result that would come from an exercise like that would be that we would discover that there 

are some events recorded for us in the Bible that have a significance that isn’t quite matched by 

our celebration.  And one example, I think, would be Pentecost. 

So, what is Pentecost, and what are we celebrating today?  If you look back at our second 

lesson from this morning, verse one starts out saying, When the day of Pentecost came… (Ac 

2:1).  Now, literally, what the Greek says is when the fiftieth day came.  This was the fiftieth 

day after Easter. The Greek word for fiftieth is πεντηκοστή (pentékosté) over the years we’ve 

just hung on to that word as the name for the day the events of Acts 2 took place.  And it makes 

sense, The Day of Pentecost sounds a little nicer for a Church festival than Fiftieth Day. 

That’s what Pentecost means, but what is it that we’re celebrating today?  In order to find 

out let’s go back to the Old Testament prophecy of Joel which the Apostle Peter referenced in his 

sermon on that fiftieth day after Easter. 

You probably don’t know a whole lot about the prophet Joel, and that’s okay, neither do 

I.  The Bible just doesn’t tell us all that much about him.  In fact the only biographical 

information we have about him comes from the introduction verse to the book that bears his 

name, The word of the LORD that came to Joel son of Pethuel.  So we know his dad’s name, 

and that’s it!  There really isn’t anything more that I can tell you about Joel.  What I can do, is 

tell you a little a bit about Joel’s prophecy, the message God had him deliver to the people of 

Judah.  If I had to pick to words to sum up the theme of Joel’s prophecy I would go with 

Judgment and Grasshoppers. 

At the time Joel delivered his prophecy to the people of Judah, the nation had just been 

annihilated by a plague of grasshoppers or locusts, as we call them when they’re in a swarm.  I 

was half way through typing up a nice biology and history lesson for you about locusts but I 



wound up scrapping it because that’s not really the point we’re trying to get at today.  (You 

should really look it up though, it’s fascinating stuff.)  It’s enough to know that when a locust 

swarm comes through an area, they eat everything in their path: crops, leaves, fabric, leather, 

wood, they’ve even been known to eat the wool right off the back of a sheep.  That’s what had 

just taken place in Judah, the land had been laid bare by a massive locust swarm. 

And then God appointed Joel to deliver a message to the people of Judah.  He pointed out 

to them that a locust swarm, or any natural disaster for that matter, is a reminder that we live in a 

cursed and dying world.  But insects and earthquakes and hurricanes aren’t the worst of God’s 

judgment over sin.  On the Last Day, or as Joel refers to it, the Day of the LORD, God is going to 

enter into judgment against the people of this world and that final judgement will be far worse 

than the loss of crops or homes that natural disasters bring.  The final judgment for sinners is 

complete separation from God and from all of His love and blessings; it’s unending 

imprisonment in the eternal fires of hell. 

God wanted the people of Judah to view the destruction of the locusts as a reminder of 

the wrath of God over sin.  And then He wanted them to repent.  He wanted them to rend their 

hearts over their sin and return to the Lord their God who is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love (Joel 2:13).  That’s a good lesson for us too.  The effects 

of sin are blatantly apparent in our lives.  Hardships, illnesses, and disasters threaten believers 

and unbelievers alike, they are a fact of life in this sin-cursed world; but what do we do when we 

faced with them?  We could give in to them and resign ourselves to self-pity; we could brush 

them off, put on a happy face, and continue with our lives as though nothing ever happened; or 

we could take them for what they actually are—a reminder that sin has consequences, that we are 

sinful, and that an even worse judgement for sin is coming so we need to turn to God confessing 

our sins and relying on the love, grace, and compassion He has given us through Jesus for our 

salvation.   

In the Old Testament, God gave messages like that through men like Joel, prophets.  Bit 

by bit, God poured out His Holy Spirit on men like Joel and revealed more and more about the 

plan of salvation He would accomplish through His promised Messiah.  Consequently, the Old 

Testament believers had the essentials, they had everything they needed to know from God for 

their salvation, but they didn’t have all the details.  Peter tells us in one of his letters that when 

the prophets, like Joel, spoke of the grace and the salvation that was to come, they searched 

intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which 

the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of the Messiah 

and the glories that would follow (1 Pe 1:10-11).  In other words, they longed to know more 

about this amazing plan God had but they had to content themselves with what they had been 

given.   

What Joel was given, in the middle of all the talk about grasshoppers and Judgment Day 

was a piece of the puzzle revealing that a time was coming when things were going to change.  

Here’s that message God gave through Joel: It shall come to pass in the days ahead that I will 

pour out my Spirit on all flesh.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will 

dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on manservants and maidservants, I 

will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

About eight or nine hundred years after Joel was speaking those words, things were going 

to be different.  The advent of the Messiah would pass from being a long-awaited prediction to a 

historical fact.  No longer would God need to reveal through men like Joel bits and pieces of the 

salvation story because all of it, in its entirety, would be laid out on the pages of history, and not 



just history recorded by men, but history which through the hands of the apostles and the 

prophets was recorded for us by God Himself.   

The arrival of God’s Messiah marked a notable change in the manner in which God 

revealed His plan of salvation.  The author of Hebrews writes about that in the opening verses of 

his letter, he says, In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son (He 1:1-2).  

In Jesus—in His teachings, in His life, in His death and resurrection—we have the full picture.  

We have exactly what guys like Joel, and Daniel, and Elijah, and Moses longed to have: the full 

story of the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.  That’s what Jesus was 

able share with the disciples after His resurrection, to those two men on the road to Emmaus, to 

the disciples gathered in that room in Jerusalem later that night, and then to hundreds more 

throughout Judea and Galilee.  For forty days after Easter, Jesus appeared to His disciples and 

helped them put all the pieces of the puzzle together.   

He could have stayed and continued teaching those truths and explaining the Scriptures 

Himself.  He could have gone on doing that for two thousand years right up to today, but that 

wasn’t His plan.  After forty days, He ascended back into heaven.  So that meant another 

transition was needed, a new way in which God’s plan of salvation—no longer an awaited 

revelation but now a celebrated fact—would be communicated and spread.  And Jesus didn’t 

leave any guess work as to what that new method would be.  He laid it out plainly before He 

ascended saying, All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age (Mt 28:18-20). 

The new method through which God’s salvation would be made known to the people of 

all Creation was to be through human beings, sinners who have been cleansed by the love and 

grace of our compassionate God.  It was a tremendous change!  No more Thus says the LORD 

God Almighty!  Now it would simply be, “This is what I have seen.  This is what He told me 

while He was still with us.”  But who would believe them?  Who but those who had seen the 

risen Jesus with their own eyes would believe this fantastic tale that this ragtag group of former 

fishermen, tax collectors, zealots, and who knows what else would be telling? 

Jesus had an answer for that too.  When He had appeared to the disciples on Easter 

evening while they were locked in that room in Jerusalem He told them, “This is what I told 

you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me in the 

Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  

Then He opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told them, 

“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 

and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  I am going to send you what 

my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 

on high” (Lk 24:44-49).  In the Gospel of Mark, He told them what that power would look like 

and accomplish And when you have been clothed in power, He said, these signs will 

accompany those who believe: In My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in 

new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly 

poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will 

get well.  



Jesus was not going to send His disciples out on their own.  He wouldn’t be with them in 

person, but He would send the Holy Spirit to accompany them and to clothe them with power 

from on high.  Could there be any question to the truth of what those men were saying on 

Pentecost when the power of God—His stamp of approval—was evident in the fact that this 

handful of Galilean Jews were speaking in the languages of every nation on earth.  No, when 

Peter stepped forward to speak that morning He had their full attention: This is what was 

spoken by the prophet Joel: “In the last days, God says, I will pour out My Spirit on all 

people.  Your sons and daughters will prophecy, your young men will see visions, your old 

men will dream dreams.  Even on my manservants and maidservants I will pour out My 

Spirit in those days and they will prophesy….  And everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved” (Ac 2:16-21).   

Peter went on to tell them what he had witnessed: that Jesus of Nazareth whom they had 

killed, handing Him over to be nailed to a cross, had been raised by God from the dead.  Let all 

Israel be assured of this, Peter said: God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord 

and Christ….  Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins….  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand 

were added to their number that day. 

That’s why Pentecost is a big deal.  That’s why we still celebrate it today almost 2000 

years later.  Because it’s the day when God’s salvation history was unleashed into this world.  

It’s the birthday of the Christian Church.  Having ascended into heaven, Jesus sent His apostles 

forth with the full message of the gospel and the power of the Holy Spirit to prove the truth of 

their message not just to the children of Israel but to the entire world.  What started on Pentecost 

hasn’t stopped.  Through generations and centuries and across wide lands and over oceans that 

gospel message has continued to be carried forth by redeemed sinners—by members of Christ’s 

Church—until it came at last to you.  And that’s something worth celebrating, isn’t it?! 

But how is it that you came to believe the message of Christ.  There was no miracle of 

healing that accompanied the first gospel presentation that you heard, no speaking in tongues or 

snake handling, no tongue of fire hovering over the head of that pastor or family member or 

friend.  So how is it that you came to believe the fantastic history of God’s plan for your 

salvation through Jesus?  While there may not have been a visible or audible miracle that took 

place when the gospel was presented to you, there was absolutely a miracle.   

The Christian who brought you the gospel message, who led you to the font to be 

baptized, had the power of the Holy Spirit backing them just as much as Peter and the rest of the 

disciples did on Pentecost.  This book that we call the Bible is not just so many words on paper 

sandwiched between two covers like the rest of the books in this world.  It is the Holy Word of 

God; it is alive and active; it is the power of the Holy Spirit for salvation.  And now that power is 

at work in your hearts filling you with peace of forgiveness through Jesus, who now sends you 

forth—with the power of the Holy Spirit—to preach the good news to all creation that 

whoever believes and is baptized will be saved (Mk 16:15-16). 

That’s how we celebrate Pentecost—by living it—by sharing the good news of Jesus with 

everyone we meet.  So today, and tomorrow, and throughout your lives may God bless your 

celebration of Pentecost!   

Amen. 

 


